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W A.SHI’\IGTO‘T—Congressron al
opgonents of President Carter’s plan -
.to withdraw: U.S. ground troops from
"Korea think that what they call'inept.
lob‘o:ﬂncr by’ the.White House may-.
~“give them a weaporr fo-defeat one of .

the Administration” smost. cont.rover-»

sral foreign pohcy movess--

* Korean policy could touch off a bruis-
_ing congressional battle with hawkish
Democraf.s and. Republicans who- are
--looking for a way: to block the Pres-
“ident's plan because ‘they- contend
Twithdrawal.. would -endanger: the 24- :
} ear- old Korean truce. =, - ;

e ',".‘."‘

R ’Lanake on. both. sides of the
‘issue believe'the Administration has
- not. yet  made- an effective presenta-
“tion of its view. The Hawks.say they-
-are delighted-by Carter’s. apparent
cverconfrdence The Administration’s !
friendsare alazmed byit. - .. -
© My advxce ‘t0-the. Admmxstmtxon
was that thoy ought to consider this
‘issue as serious-as the Panama Canal.
. controversy and get their briefers up |
‘here,” an aide to ‘a senator who suo-f
ports the withdrawal said recently. -

: The most outspoken-critic: of the
plan, Rep.:Samuet S.-Stratton- (D=
N.Y.}, said that Carter and his aides
-have done very little so far to explain
" the reasons for the withdrawal policy

:to lawmakers. “The defense secretary:
+{Harold -Brown) “has talked -to-me
several times about a'bill.to give De-;
_fense three:more-undersecretaries,”
_Stratton: said " in-- anr interview.: “No-
body has come to us'to talk-about the
. withdrawal plan-and it is a lot more

- —So‘r'u“' 5»

© Although’ there: have. been ‘only” g
‘minor skirmishes’ so - far; - Carter’s j

“important than whather there woul
‘be three-more undersecretanes of de .
fe.nse Ve :

--A- Senate suoporter saxd thaLth-
.Admmrstratmn— “did, ° not have- it§,
¥
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- dU¥¥s in 2 fow” before a Senate vote
1agt month .rejecting legislation that
‘whuld have endorsed the withdrawal.
ter refusing to back Carter, the.
Sc;:ate adopted a measure urging him
togconsult with Congress before tak~
g any aclion, The legislation was
o >y advisory but it gave an indica«
ich of sentiment in the Senate, -+
pother congressional source said
H Hhe Defense Intelligence Agency
ubtly undercut Carter s position
-giving lawmakers a classified
fing that stresses . ‘the military
stiength of North Korea, The DIA is
thi Pentavons chief mtc}hgcnce or-
g 1zatxon :
nly belatedly has the: Administra-
tich begun dispatching othet intels
lighnce authorities to the Capitol Hill
w h assessments supportmg xts posn-
R
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he Adm:mslrahon concedes that
rth Korea now has a larger inven-.
yof weapons and a more sophisti-
ed arms industry than South Ko-
.But - Administration analysts
p nt out that.Carter's plan for a
p}gased withdrawal of U.S. ground
tr:mps over a four- to five-year peri-
od2¢alls for incrcased arms. aid to
Ségil to compensate for the departure
ofﬁme American forces.

AFhe Administration also contends
that because South Korca’s economy
‘iz much stronger than t‘nat of the;
_ north, Seoul could match of surpass
gyongyano mmtamy 1f 1t. choo<es to

080, . - DN

The source who descr'bed the DIA
.. briefing said they appear to be factual
" but, by stressing the present rmhtary
balance, they give the' impression
;- that the withdrawal of U.S. ground
troops might encourage North Korea

.to attack the south; v4 [y 2o

. It is all pretty 1mpresswe the
. source said. “They come into a mem-
* ber’s office and ‘sweep’ # for hidden
" microphones.  Then . tnﬂy falk abouh
class:ﬁed foree Jevels. o v Sy

‘A Pentagon- spokesrnan Said tne
DIA had no ccmment on the report. - ¢

"Countering the potential impact of
“.the DIA_presentations, Stansfield
i+ Turner, director of the CIA, recent )é
:-has given congressmen a briefing tha
- aid more stress on factors favoring
Soufh Korea, a congresswnal source

“Iurngr @ve g mor_e bal_anced.nm_

ture," the source said. *He repaired
" some -of the damage thai had. been
done . N ey U g P ‘
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. Strattem,chauman o1 tne HOUSE
“ armed’ services " subcommitiee  that
. provided a Capitol Hill forum for Maj.
- Gen. John K, Singlaub’scharges that
- withdrawal of U.S. treops would lead

to a new Korcan war, said additional-
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- hearings are planned to alert the pub-
lic to what he considers the danvers
' of the Carter plan. - MR
"oy §s a-mistake to withdraw JI of:
our ground forces from Korea at this
pomt ” Stratton said. “It cer tamly
would increase the chances of war.’
Under the withdrawal plan, the.
US ground force of 33,(00. men
4 would be sent horae over a four- or
¢ :five-year period. At present, accord- .
iving to the Pentagon, South Xorea has
1t 625,000 meh under arms, compared to -
512 000 for North Korea, but ihe
¥ North has a substantial advantage in
tanks, aircraft and other eouxpment. -

Stratton said he plans ta call Gan.
~Qeorge S.-Brown, chairman of the
- Joint Chiefs of Staff, and Gen. Ber--
,> nard W Rogers, Army chief of staff,

- 10 testify at a hearing after Convress
. returns July 11 fromlea Independence
Day recess.

" He said he wants 0 ask the gener-
alb about the military mpilcatxons oi
the withdrawal.

Brown supported Carter S pohcy in
an appearance last month before &
House interpational relations sub-
. committee but Stratlon said that
_+ Brbwn was not cross-examined. . ;
" “He made some sort of bland com-
~.ment,- but nobody rodowed through

£.onit,” Strattonsaid, .~ -
» A Pentagon official, who is consid~
“"ered an e\'pert on Korea, said he is
“not particularly concerned about the
 lasting impact of any hearings Strat-
ton mrght conduct.
i “I don’t think the hearings will Iead
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to anything that would prevent get= T
ting the troops out,” the official said. !

“Ireally don't sense that it is that big |
an issue. I think we are in really good !
shapeonthlsone. o FHeR 1 g b :

{: Some of the Admrmstrat.tons sup- |
"porters in Congress consider that at- iy
mude to'be much too confident. .
But the Pentagon official said he
was more worried about winning
congressional support for the in-
creased arms aid the Administration ! i
“has promised Seoul o comnensate ior
-the removal of U.S, troops. -* -4

“:. *f am afraid we will be whxpsawed.
by Congress " the official said. “They -
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